
  

LCBG 40th birthday 
celebrations 

 

The committee has 
been hard at work 
and so far we’ve got 

author / illustrator Emily 
Gravett and author 
Christopher Lloyd coming to 
speak at our birthday party 
next year. 

 

We’ll be adding to the line-
up over the coming months 
and organising some bookish 
crafts to go alongside the 
authors. 

 

If you have suggestions or 
time to contribute, please do 
contact us. It is going to be a 
big event and we will need 
lots of help on the day. 

“Tom Gates has got my son reading. It’s the only fiction he’ll read.” 
 
 

This was the comment from a parent after her son heard author and 
illustrator Liz Pichon talk in Wallands School in April.  

 

LCBG arranged the visit, which was the first stop on her promotional tour 
for her latest book. Liz recently won the Blue Peter Book Award for Tom 
Gates genius ideas (mostly) and the Red House Children’s Book Award 
for The brilliant world of Tom Gates.  

She did a wonderful, interactive talk with years 3 and 4; showing them a 
speeded-up movie clip of her drawing; asking them to guess whether 
there was a caramel wafer in the wrapper (you need to read the books to 
understand the significance of this!) and taking the children step-by-step 
through drawing Tom Gates style pictures. 

Over 70 children bought books or brought their 
much-loved copies in for Liz to sign. 

She has written 6 books in the Tom Gates series, with 
another due out in October and an annual at Christmas (a 
secret that she revealed in her talk!) They come highly 
recommended for boys and girls aged 7-11, although are 
suitable to be read to younger children (my 5 year old son 
loves them). The drawings appeal to children and are full 
of humour. They are available to buy from Bags of Books 
or to borrow from libraries in East Sussex.  

Liz drawing a monster for 
Wallands School 

Summer Reading Challenge 
 

The theme for the 2013 Summer Reading Challenge is Creepy House, 
illustrated by award winning Chris Riddell. 
 

There's a spine-tingling adventure waiting for children when they take part in the 
2013 Summer Reading Challenge. They can join our adventurers as they explore the 
Creepy House, simply by reading six books from the library. They can discover the 
secrets of Creepy House and meet some of the hair-raising residents! 

 

The Challenge will be in libraries across England, Wales and Scotland 
this summer and a particular bonus for Lewes Library, courtesy of 

Lewes Children’s Book Group, will be a visit on 14th August by Mo 
O’Hara, author of ‘My Big Fat Zombie Goldfish’.   

 

Mo grew up in Pennsylvania, USA, but now lives in London.  She is a 
writer, actor and storyteller and began her career touring across the 
UK and Ireland in theatres and schools, writing comedy sketches for 

Radio 4 and performing her own material in London and Edinburgh. 
 

So, look out for information about her visit and make sure you book early!  

 

Have a look at the Summer Reading Challenge website at  
http://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/join-in . There is a writing competition, help 
with choosing books and news and chat. They also have a facebook page. 

Liz’s picture for Wallands School 

http://readingagency.org.uk/children/quick-guides/summer-reading-challenge/
http://readingagency.org.uk/children/quick-guides/summer-reading-challenge/
http://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/join-in


The Federation of  Children’s Book Groups won the Eleanor 
Farjeon Award last year and is hosting a one day Festival of 
Children’s Literature to celebrate. It will be on 9th November 
in Birmingham. Speakers include David Almond, Michael 
Morpurgo and Emma Chichester Clark.  

 

Tickets on sale on September 2nd. See their website for 
details:  
http://www.fcbg.org.uk/festival-of-childrens-literature/  

 
 

 
 

Contact us:  
Email: lewescbg@gmail.com 

http://leweschildrensbookgroup.weebly.com  

Sally Gardner has won the Carnegie award for her book 
Maggot Moon. 
Levi Pinfold has won the Kate Greenaway award for his 
illustrated book Black Dog.  
To find out more information about these awards, visit 
http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/home/  

Zoe Toft is a member of the executive committee of the 
Federation of Children’s Book Groups and is a keen blogger 
and tweeter about all things to do with children’s books. 
Her site ( http://www.playingbythebook.net/ ) comes highly 
recommended. She does a monthly post on a themed book-
list, including contributions from other people; interviews 
authors and illustrators and reviews books that she and her 
children have read. There are lots of interesting gems to be 
found. She also tweets under @playbythebook 

Lewes resident John Agard was awarded the Queen’s Gold 
Medal for Poetry earlier this year. Those of you who’ve 
lived in Lewes for a while may remember him coming to 
speak at the Caribbean Poetry event LCBG arranged in 
1999. 

The East Sussex Children’s Book Award is voted on by 
children in years 5 and 6 each year and 
organised by the Schools Library and 
Museums Service. 
This year's winner is Kate Saunders for the 
Whizz Pop Chocolate Shop and the runner 
up was Megan Rix for The Great Escape.  
Both authors attended the award ceremony 
at the De La Warr Pavilion on 12th June.  

 

For information about the rest of the shortlist look at 
http://tinyurl.com/or9bd7l  

From the Federation of Children’s Book Groups annual 
conference held at Culford School, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk.  
 

I thoroughly enjoyed the Conference, as I always do.  It is good to 
meet up with like-minded people, to catch up with old friends and 
meet members of different Groups as well as listening to all those 
wonderfully inspiring authors and illustrators and to get an insight 
into the way they work. 

 

There were many interesting speakers some of whom I had heard 
speak before but all with something new to say.  There were some 
whose work was familiar but whom I had never encountered 
before, and some of whom I had never heard.  A good mix, then, of 
the familiar and the completely new.  Of the familiar, I particularly 
enjoyed the discussion between Jane Ray and Alexis Deacon about 
the different ways they worked.  Jane likes to use all media to 
produce whole pictures, including collage, gouache, watercolour, 
oils and inks, whilst Alexis draws in pencil and colours digitally, 
producing a flat colour in the 50’s style.   

 

I enjoyed listening to Kevin Crossley-Holland (as always) as he 
explained his ‘journey through words’, how he had started writing 
as a child with a History of the World at the age of 13, about his 
home museum and how he had met and talked with Seamus 
Heaney after they had both written versions of Beowulf.   

 

However, the biggest surprise of the weekend was the authors of 
the two seminars that I attended.  I had never heard of Andrew 
Beasley or Laura Dockrill so it was a very lucky chance that made 
me sign up for their seminars.   

 

Andrew Beasley, a teacher at a school in Plymouth, told tales of his 
childhood and how he had been inspired to write his first novel 
The Battles of Ben Kingdom: The Claws of Evil  by Sherlock Holmes 
author Sir Arthur Conan Doyle – who briefly lived in Plymouth – 
and true stories of the work of Dr Thomas John Barnardo, the 19th
-century pioneer of care for vulnerable children. 
Laura Dockrill, introduced her funny, book loving character Darcy 
Burdock, who lives with her chaotic family and her pet lamb Lamb-
Beth.  Laura’s appearance and performance were both enthusiastic 
and engaging and would encourage any young girl to pick up her 
book – and the not so young as most of us in the room wanted 
more! 

 

All in all, it was another very successful Conference in a lovely 
venue – just a pity about the snow! 

 

Jean Burke, LCBG Chair. April 2013  

Conference 2014, entitled ‘Books and Beyond’ will be 

held at Worth Abbey, West Sussex, 11th-13th April.   

 

Talks, debates, seminars, workshops and exhibitions all feature at 
the conference, which is a great opportunity to hear authors and 
illustrators discuss their work as well as socialising with others who 
are passionate about children’s books and getting kids reading.  

 

The conference is open to all, but members of the Federation 
benefit from a reduced delegate rate.  
 

Keep the date free in your diaries – it is well worth a visit, even if 
you can only manage a day!   

http://www.fcbg.org.uk/festival-of-childrens-literature/
http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/home/
http://www.playingbythebook.net/

